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Outcomes

Participants will be able to:

●

●

●

●●

●

●

  

Explain the purpose for accessibility supports.
Define the difference between universal tools, Define the difference between universal tools, 
designated supports, and accommodations.designated supports, and accommodations.
Identify supports that may be appropriate for Identify supports that may be appropriate for 
English learners.English learners.
Acquire tools to determine students’ needs.Acquire tools to determine students’ needs.
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Welcome

Who is in the room?
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Accessibility Supports

Key Questions:

1. Why the need for accessibility supports?
2. What is involved in the effective 

implementation of the Smarter Balanced 
system of accessibility supports?

3. What role do you play?
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Part 1: 
Perspective on Assessment in K-12 Education

What’s the context & purpose of 
assessment in K-12 education today?
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Assessment FOR Learning

“Assessment has two fundamental purposes: One 
is to provide information about student learning 
minute-by-minute, day-to-day, and week-to-week 
so teachers can continuously adapt instruction to 
meet students’ specific needs and secure 
progress. This type of assessment is intended to 
assist learning and is often referred to as 
formative assessment or assessment for 
learning.”

California Department of Education (2014)
English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework 
for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve
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Assessment OF Learning

“A second purpose of assessment is to provide 
information on students’ current levels of 
achievement after a period of learning has 
occurred. Such assessments—which may be 
classroom-based, districtwide, or statewide—
serve a summative purpose and are sometimes 
referred to as assessments of learning.” 

California Department of Education (2014)
English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework 
for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve
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Assessment Cycles by Purpose
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dapted from Herman and Heritage (2007)

he ELA/ELD Framework was adopted by the California State Board of Education on 
uly 9, 2014. The ELA/ELD Framework has not been edited for publication. © 2014 by 
he California Department of Education.
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Purpose and Importance of 
Assessment Accessibility 

Equal opportunity for students to demonstrate 
learning:

● during instruction
● on classroom assessments
● on Smarter Balanced assessments 
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Pair-Share Conversation

1. How is assessment currently taking 
place in your district with regards to 
English learners?

2. What changes would you envision?
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Part 2: 
SBAC Accessibility Options

How can English learners have equal 
opportunities to express their learning through 

SBAC Summative Assessments?
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Equal opportunity for students to demonstrate 
learning:

● during instruction
● through assessments

NOT JUST FOR TESTING! 

Some teachers are finding that SBAC 
accommodations provide ideas to 
support access & expression in day to 
day learning activities! 
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Classification
 Activity 

Using the graphic organizer, work in triads to 
sort the following available accessibility 
supports into the following categories:

● Universal Tools
● Designated Supports 
● Accommodations

Set aside the terms that are unfamiliar to you.14

Be prepared to share out in whole discussion.
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UNIVERSAL TOOLS DESIGNATED 
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS

ACCOMMODATIONS

Breaks
Mark for Review
Highlighter
Digital Notepad
English Glossary
Expandable Passages
Global Notes
Keyboard Navigation
Strikethrough
Math Tools

Color Contrast
Masking
Text-to-Speech
Translation(Glossary)
Turn off Any Universal 
Tools

American Sign 
Language
Braille
Closed Captioning
Streamline
Text-to-Speech 
(passages)

Breaks
Scratch Paper
Thesaurus (ELA full write)

Word Lists
Bilingual Dictionary
Color Overlay
Read Aloud (Items)
Noise Buffers
Scribe (reading/math)
Separate Setting

Abacus
Alternate Response
Calculator
Multiplication Table
Print on Demand
Speech-to-Text

E
M

B
E

D
D

E
D

N
O

N
-E

M
B

E
D

D
E

D
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SBAC Universal Support- Example for English 
Learners: Spell Check & Writing Tools
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Designated Supports

•

•

•

•

•

Newest, inclusive category of supports.

Systematic processes across the school and Systematic processes across the school and 
school district to identify and address identified school district to identify and address identified 
student needs.student needs.

Includes language supports for English learners 

Available to ALL students.
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SBAC Designated Support Examples for 
English Learners: Spanish Glossary
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SBAC Designated Support Examples for 
English Learners: Stacked Translations
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Effective Use of 
Designated Supports

This document is available at http://www.cde.ca.
gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf22 . 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/designatedsupports.pdf
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Figuring out the “terms” and  
what they mean...

http://tinyurl.com/access1-15
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CAASPP Update, Issue 129
All Means All

“Universal tools and designated supports offer 
individual experiences/settings for students taking 
the CAASPP assessments and are available to all 
students. Designated supports, however, must be 
entered into TOMS by an authorized adult prior to 
testing, while universal tools can be controlled by the 
student at the time of the testing. Test administrators 
and students should use SBAC tests to find the best 
configuration of universal tools and designated 
supports that will provide  the student the best 
possible experience during summative testing.”        
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 Accessibility Support 
Selection Process
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Implementation Goal

The ultimate goal of the 
implementation process is to give 

all students every possible opportunity 
to demonstrate their best 

performance in the classroom 
on regular classroom assignments 

and assessments. 
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Considerations for Use 
of Accessibility Tools

●

●

●●

●

must be selected on the basis of individual 
student’s needs 
must be used consistently for must be used consistently for instructioninstruction and  and 
assessmentassessment
collect and analyze data on use and collect and analyze data on use and 
effectivenesseffectiveness

○ ensures meaningful participation
○ may reveal questionable patterns and support 

continued use or rethinking of others
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Guidelines for Use
General guidelines for use of all accessibility 
features:

• Student is familiar with the support(s).

•

•

Supports are the same or similar to those used for
instruction and classroom assessment.

 

Student has multiple opportunities to practice 
with the support in a testing environment.
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Considerations for 
Improvement

Collect and Analyze Data:

●

●

●●

●

Observe  during test administration
Discuss amongst practitionersDiscuss amongst practitioners
Talk with students after testing Talk with students after testing 

○ to guide formative evaluation process at both 
school and student levels
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Pair-Share Discussion

GROUP A

How do we as a 
school/district ensure  
appropriate and 
effective use of 
accessibility supports at 
school?

GROUP B

How do we as a 
school/district  evaluate 
the accessibility supports 
used at the student 
level?

Be prepared to share out 
31



Part 3:
CAASPP Organization Tools for 

Planning Student Access Options

What tools and resources are available to 
help district and school teams plan effective 
accessibility options for English learners?
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Effective Student Use of 
Accessibility Supports 



Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile Tool
also know as the ISAAP Tool

An Excel spreadsheet designed to help school 
teams plan and activate designated supports and 
accommodations with the SBAC.

http://tinyurl.com/isaap1-15
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ISAAP Walk-Through
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Pair-Share

How can my district/school use the ISAAP?

-Challenges

-Opportunities
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Part 4:
SBAC Interim and Practice Assessments

How can students learn to use 
SBAC accessibility options?
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Two Types of 
Interim Assessments

• Interim Comprehensive Assessments 
(ICAs)

• Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)
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Similarities Between 
ICAs and IABs

•

•

••

•

Administered online using the same test 
delivery system as the Smarter Balanced 
Summative Assessments.
Consist of the same item types, and Consist of the same item types, and 
developed and field tested to meet the same developed and field tested to meet the same 
quality criteria that are used for summative quality criteria that are used for summative 
item development. item development. 
Designed for grades 3-8 and high school, Designed for grades 3-8 and high school, 
but may be administered to students in all but may be administered to students in all 
grades.  grades.  
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IAB Information Table

This information can also be found on the CDE’s Smarter Balanced 
IABs Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/iabhandscoring.asp41 .

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/iabhandscoring.asp


Available IABs for ELA
• All Grades

– Read Literary 
Texts*

– Read 
Informational 
Texts*

– Edit/Revise
– Brief Writes*
– Listen/Interpret
– Research

• Performance Tasks* 
– Opinion (Grade 3)
– Narrative 

(Grades 4 and 5)
– Argumentative 

(Grades 6)
– Explanatory 

(Grades 7, 8 and 
High School)

*Hand scoring required42



Available IABs for Math
Operations and Algebraic Thinking (Gr 3 and 4)
Fractions (Gr 3, 4, and 5)Fractions (Gr 3, 4, and 5)
Measurement and Data (Gr 3 and 5)Measurement and Data (Gr 3 and 5)
Numbers and Operations in Base 10 (Gr 4 and 5)Numbers and Operations in Base 10 (Gr 4 and 5)
Ratio and Proportional Relationships (Gr 6 and 7)Ratio and Proportional Relationships (Gr 6 and 7)
Expressions and Equations (Gr 6, 7, and 8)Expressions and Equations (Gr 6, 7, and 8)
Geometry (Gr 6, 8, and HS)Geometry (Gr 6, 8, and HS)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Number System (Gr 7)Number System (Gr 7)
Functions (Gr 8)Functions (Gr 8)
Algebra and Functions ─ Linear Functions (HS)Algebra and Functions ─ Linear Functions (HS)
Algebra and Functions ─ Quadratic Functions (HS)Algebra and Functions ─ Quadratic Functions (HS)
Math Performance Task (all grades)*Math Performance Task (all grades)*

*Hand scoring required*Hand scoring required
43



User Access to the 
Smarter Balanced 

Interim Assessments (cont.)

All access to the Smarter Balanced 
Interim Assessments requires a Test 
Operations Management System 
(TOMS) account.  

– TOMS accounts are provided by the 
LEA CAASPP Coordinator and/or the 
CAASPP Site Coordinator.
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Student Access to the
Interim Assessments

•

••

All students, grades K through 12, are 
eligible to take the ICAs or IABs. 

Student information in the CALPADS Student information in the CALPADS 
must be complete and up to date in must be complete and up to date in 
order for students to access the order for students to access the 
interim assessments.interim assessments.
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Practice Tests

http://tinyurl.com/practice1-15

Whole Class learning opportunities to observe 
and discuss SBAC accessibility options.  
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Reflection

One thing I can do starting next week is . . . 
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Thank you!

Questions/Comments to:

Rick Phelan 

rphelan@scoe.org  

Twitter @sonomaedtech
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